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INTRODUCTION 


THESE questions have been framed with the object of assist- 
ing those who will be members of the Meeting of the International 
Missionary Council (to be held at Madras, in India, 13th-30th 
December, 1938) in their own preparation for the Meeting. 
They are being sent to each delegate, whether nominated by the 
constituent national organizations or codpted by the Ad Interim 
Committee of the Council. They are also being sent to each of the 
national organizations. It is the hope of the officers of the Council 
that these questions may assist individual delegates in their own 
preparation of mind and spirit and be used in connection with the 
preparatory studies which are being carried on in every country 
and affect many more than those who will themselves attend 
the Meeting. 

These questions have been prepared upon the basis of more 
than one hundred letters received from persons in all parts of the 
world. Thus, with the aid of many people deeply versed in each 
of the separate themes of the Madras Meeting, an attempt has 
been made to think out in advance as many as possible of the 
questions that ought to be faced in the groups into which the 
whole Meeting of the International Missionary Council will be 
divided. It is certain that even now there are omissions, perhaps 
grave omissions, and the study of this syllabus well in advance 
will enable delegates to complete the scheme by pointing out de- 
fects. Naturally, not all the questions are relevant to all fields. 

In preparing the questions, it has been assumed that every 
delegate will have given careful thought to the findings of the 
Conferences in Oxford and Edinburgh in 1937 and will consider 
these questions against the background of those reports. The 
Madras Meeting must build on that foundation. 

It will be noticed that in many places the questions overlap, 
different sections considering in different contexts the same 
themes. This is intentional. It is wholly to be desired that each 
group should be free to consider matters which are intimately 
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relevant to its central inquiry, whether or not others in other 
connections are considering the same matters. 

Probably many delegates and groups will formulate their ideas 
in written papers. It is not proposed to arrange for the interna- 
tional circulation of such papers in advance of the meeting to 
all members, though exceptions may be made in the case of those 
who owing to language difficulty desire particularly to secure 
that their views are stated in writing. It is important that the 
Secretaries of the International Missionary Council should be 
kept informed of such papers, so that at least a representative 
selection may be put before the members of each section at 
Madras. 

The principal work of the Meeting will be done in the sections, 
where the time will be given not to formal addresses but to inten- 
sive discussion of the main issues under each topic. Every dele- 
gate should come prepared to make his or her richest contribution 
to these discussions and with open mind to learn from the ex- 
perience and insights of others. 

The syllabus as a whole is not to be regarded as an agenda for 
the sectional meetings. The Chairmen, Secretaries, and members 
of the sections will finally determine the agenda. But it is hoped 
that if the delegates have faced these questions, thought and 
prayed over them, taken counsel with others about them, read 
material in connection with them and advanced some degree 
toward clarity of judgment in regard to them, the discussions in 
which the whole Meeting will engage will be immensely more 
fruitful. At the same time, it is not desirable that delegates should 
arrive in Madras with fixed answers to all these questions. 
The aim of the Meeting will be to share with one another and 
to make available for each group of Christians in every part of 
the world the thought and experience of the Universal Church. 
and to learn what is the will of God for the Church in this time 
of our need. 
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THE FAITH BY WHICH THE CHURCH LIVES 


I. THE FaritH By WHICH THE CHURCH LIVES 
A. THE FAITH AND THE PRESENT WORLD SITUATION 


1. What do you consider to be the principal threat or challenge 
to the Christian Gospel in the contemporary life of your country ? 
Is it the spread of a godless secularism? Religious indifference 
arising from absorption in economic tasks or from other causes ? 
The rise of totalitarian claims on the part of the state? Or the 
spread of communism and other aggressively anti-religious phi- 
losophies? or what? How do you answer this challenge? 


2. What type of Christian thinking prevailed among you in 
the period when Christianity first was implanted in your country ? 
What new types of Christian faith have affected the life of your 
churches since that time? To what extent and in what ways have 
they been influenced by such movements as those associated 
with the phrases “the social gospel,” “the Oxford Group Move- 
ment,” or “the Barthian Theology of Crisis”? 


3. Do you recognize in the Jerusalem Meeting’s statement of 
the Christian message a clear and adequate presentation of the 
Gospel which is preached and believed in your own churches? 
Would you wish to amend it or add to it in some respects, in 
order to make room for some special emphasis that is a precious 
part of the faith by which your churches live, or that has become 
specially clear to you under the stress of Christian living in the 
face of modern need? Consider in the same way the report of the 
recent world conference on Faith and Order, held at Edinburgh, 
and that of the Oxford Conference on Church, Community, and 
State. 


B. THE FAITH AND THE NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


4. In facing the needs of your country, do you find help in 
an alliance with certain forces in your civilization that are not 
specifically Christian? How far do you think it possible to go in 
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cooperation with these forces and in assimilation of their char- 
acteristic ideas, without betraying your Christian faith? What 
are the elements in your faith that need to be uncompromisingly 
maintained under all circumstances? What are the elements that 
can properly be allowed to take on the color of their local environ- 
ment? 


5. What is the authority by which the Christian and the 
Christian Church proclaim the Christian message? What is 
centrally significant in Christianity ? What do you mean by “the 
Word of God’? Do you think of the Christian revelation as 
summed up in “‘the Jesus of History,” or in a set of ideas or body 
of doctrine, or in an experience of “the living Christ,” or do you 
find it in a combination of some or all of these? 


6. Can you state the insights into the nature of God and the 
truth about man and the world which distinguish the Christian 
revelation from the non-Christian religions, whether old or new? 


7. Would you say that Christianity meets the needs of human 
beings as no other religion does? Or would you rather say that 
God in Christ creates in man a need of which he is only partly 
conscious and that the deepest needs which Christ meets in men 
and women are those which He Himself arouses them to know? 


8. Do you believe that God has partly revealed Himself in the 
non-Christian religions? What do you conceive to be the relation 
between devout piety or searching for God in the non-Christian 
religions and the revelation of God in Christ? 


g. Do non-Christian religions meet some needs not met by 
Christianity as it is now understood and practiced ? 


10. How do you consider that the non-Christian soul is to be 
brought to understand and accept Christianity? By rational 
argument? Or by authoritative teaching to be accepted in faith? 
What is the place of the human reason in this matter? Or would 
you rely entirely upon seeking to interpret an experience of God 
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in Christ that you yourself know so that another may under- 
stand and come to share it? 


11. Do you think that the right method to be followed in Chris- 
tian teaching is to seek for the elements that are to some extent 
common between Christianity and other religions, as, for in- 
stance, a belief in God or an admiration of the person of Jesus 
Christ? Or do you think that it is better to arouse the mind and 
heart by emphasizing those elements that are most obviously dif- 
ferent, for instance, the different view taken in Hinduism and in 
Christianity with regard to unmerited suffering? 


12. Do you think that one element in the uncompromising 
claim that Christianity makes upon the individual is the call to 
be joined openly with other Christians in the membership of the 
Christian fellowship? 


C. THE FAITH IN RELATION TO THE MODERN PAGANISMS 


13. Do you consider that the conceptions that underlie the new 
pagan religions of our day—the totalitarian claim of the state, 
the cult of an absolute nationalism, the idolatry of race, the com- 
munist view of man and the world—are essentially different 
from Christian truth? Does Christian truth challenge these 
ideas? Is it challenged by them? 


14. How far does the historic and continuing struggle between 
the material and spiritual conceptions of life underlie modern 
problems? 


15. Are there any elements in these new views that do point, 
even if in an extravagant way, to truths that are in the Christian 
revelation but forgotten by Christian practice? 


16. Are there any fresh insights into the meaning of Chris- 
tianity that have come to you in the conflict with these modern 
movements? How, for instance, does the Christian faith illumi- 
nate the meaning of human personality, the relations between 
men, and the nature of society? 
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D. THE FAITH AND THE TEACHING CHURCH 


17. Have you any typical expressions of the faith of your 
churches that might be cited, whether they take the form of per- 
suasive statements by respected leaders or of collective profes- 
sions of faith by churches or other religious bodies? 


18. What place do you find to be assigned in practice in the 
life of your churches to the generally accepted credal expres- 
sions of Christianity? What do you conceive to be the relation 
of the “younger churches” to the creeds handed down by the 
Church in past ages? 


19. What is the place of credal statements in the growing life 
and faith of individual Christians? 


E. THE FAITH AND THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER 


20. What is the principal ground of your Christian assurance, 
without which you would have no Gospel, and in which you find 
the courage and strength you need in order to face present dan- 
gers and demands, and also future uncertainties ? 


21. To what great moments in the history of the Christian 
faith do you go back for reassurance and redirection? Are you 
finding that the teachings of certain of the prophets, the evan- 
gelists, the apostles, the fathers, the reformers take on new life 
for you in the light of present needs and difficulties ? 
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II. THE CuHurRcH: Its NATURE AND FUNCTION 


1. Do you believe that the church is essential to the living of 
the Christian life and to the preaching of the Gospel? If so, on 
what grounds? 


2. What do you mean by “the church” when you say that it is 
in this way essential? Do you mean the community of all be- 
lievers? Or the local congregation of worshipping people? Or 
do you mean a communion, denominational or national or inter- 
national? What is the relative importance of these different con- 
ceptions of the church? 


3. How does the church differ from other social organiza- 
tions? 


4. What is the significance, in the life of the younger 
churches, of what in Anglo-Saxon lands is called a “denomina- 
tion’? What is its justification? In your own country is the 
tendency to strengthen denominational fellowship or to move to- 
ward a national conception of church life? What is the relation 
of such developments to the acknowledgment of the Church Uni- 
versal? 


5. Could the Gospel be mediated to the world apart from the 
organized church? In your country are attempts being made to 
do this? What are the reasons that inspire such effort? What 
success has been experienced ? 


6. What should be the basis and requirements of church mem- 
bership? What is the bearing of them on the character of the 
church? On the transfer of individual church members? 


7. What should be the relation of the church to Christian 
movements and to Christians outside the organized church? 


8. How far is missionary preaching and teaching directed 
from the beginning toward the goal of the building up of the 
church? Has this emphasis or lack of such emphasis strength- 
ened or weakened the evangelistic extension of the church? 
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9. What is the bearing of the doctrine of the Communion of 
Saints upon the nature of the church? How far do a sacra- 
mental view of Christianity and a highly developed doctrine of 
the church go together? 


10. What are the essential elements in the church as an or- 
ganization (e.g., pastoral ministry, corporate worship, mutual 
fellowship, and service) ? 


11. How far in view of its essential nature can the church 
give expression to the inherited cultures and take the form of 
social organizations and religious institutions of the lands in 
which it grows up? 


12. In what ways does the church serve the individual in his 
daily life? What is the church in relation to the individual? 


13. What is the church’s responsibility for redeeming society? 
In what way and to what extent does the church give society 
the inspiration and example for human relations as they ought 
to be? 


14. In the light of the answers to questions 12 and 13, does 
the fellowship of the church seem relevant to the actual life of 
mankind? If not, in what respects? 


15. Are the restrictions on women’s leadership in the church 
a factor in their giving preference to other forms of religious 
work? 


16. Can the younger churches offer any insight or experience 
as to the true nature of the church which may help the older 
churches in their life and witness? 


THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH 


Ill. THE UNFINISHED EVANGELISTIC TASK 


Note: There are certain countries in which no mission work has 
been done, on which report will be made to the Conference. 


1. What are the areas (e.g., provinces, counties, or districts ) 
in your country that are untouched or relatively untouched by 
Christian work? 


2. Are there groups, classes, or defined sections of the com- 
munity (e.g., villages, students, industrial workers, fishermen, ) 
within your country which are untouched or relatively un- 
touched? List them in the order of extent and opportunity. 


3. How can the Gospel be presented effectively to the vast and 
growing number of students, particularly in government high 
schools and colleges? 


4. What conditions, attitudes, or tendencies have led certain 
undenominational societies (“faith missions” and separatist 
agencies) to specialize in pioneer endeavor? What is success or 
failure from their point of view? In what ways do these con- 
cepts of success or failure differ from those of the denomina- 
tional societies ? 


5. Should new efforts at pioneer advance into unoccupied 
areas be encouraged or discouraged in the near future? What 
answer do the material resources and spiritual conditions of the 
younger and older churches suggest? 


6. If a pioneer advance is to be made, what “unoccupied 
areas” in your country present the most immediate need? 


7. How can the national Christian forces and the foreign 
Christian forces most effectively face together the unfinished 
evangelistic responsibility of the Universal Church? How can 
the older churches best place their evangelistic experience at the 
disposal of the younger churches? What attempts in this field 
have proved to be of marked effectiveness? How can the older 
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and younger churches jointly recognize and carry out their re- 
sponsibility for bringing the Gospel to untouched areas and 
groups? In what ways can the younger churches contribute to 
the evangelization of the areas mainly occupied by the older 
churches, that is, in the homelands of the missionaries? 


8. Do the present organization, social outlook, and religious 
life of world Christianity as reflected in its missionary activity 
justify the belief that an effective demonstration of the meaning 
and power of the Gospel is possible on a greatly extended scale 
in our time? Is the whole church called to any radical examina- 
tion of its life and practice, and if so, along what lines? 


g. In facing the “unfinished task” is any kind of understand- 
ing with the Roman Catholic Church desirable or possible? 


10. What new awareness of unfulfilled responsibilities is 
created by the emphasis on the world mission of the Universal 
Church? Does this tend to lessen or increase the sense of re- 
sponsibility of the individual churches for their immediate task? 
What new outlook and what new practical methods are needed 
if this new sense of world responsibility is to become effective? 


11. Are we called by God in this day to the planning of a 
coherent world-wide Christian program in which different 
groups adapted respectively to the carrying out of intensive and 
extensive work should recognize their place within the divine 
plan and their interdependence? 


12. On what grounds or for what reasons is the church re- 
sponsible for world-wide evangelism? 


13. How may the church be aroused to larger and more fruit- 
ful evangelistic efforts? 
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IV. THE PLACE OF THE CHURCH IN EVANGELISM 


1. What place does the church of the New Testament ascribe 
to evangelism? How far was such evangelism the concern of 
the whole church? How far did the duty of evangelism involve 
each believer ? 


2. Ask these same questions of the church today. What dif- 
ferences are to be noted, and what is their significance? Is it 
possible or desirable to reproduce in the church of today the 
same attitude to evangelism as in the church of the New Testa- 
ment? What adjustments of New Testament practice should be 
made? 


3. What do you mean by evangelism? The definite announce- 
ment of the Gospel? The witness of the life of the Christ in in- 
dividual and institution? What light does the experience of 
your own field throw on your definition? 


4. What are the motives for evangelism? How can the in- 
dividual church member be led to realize and to play his part in 
the evangelistic work of the church? 


5. How far does the summons to evangelism come from a 
recognition of the need of the world, and how is this related to 
the evangelistic motive which is rooted in a sense of the divine 
will? 


6. From what recent and current evangelistic movements can 
we learn the most significant lessons about the place of the 
church in evangelism? 


7. The church in one aspect of its life is a worshipping com- 
munity. How does this bear upon the place of the church in 
evangelism? Is the assembling for worship itself an act of wit- 
ness? . 


8. The church is “a community of people who treat one an- 
other as God in Christ has treated them.” What is the bearing 
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of the corporate life of the church upon the place of the church 
in evangelism? How may this afford an apologetic in evangel- 
ism? To what extent do the inconsistencies in the treatment by 
Christians of one another hinder the witnessing of the church? 


9. What is the connection between the Christian schools, hos- 
pitals and other institutions and the evangelistic work of the 
church? 


ro. Are the traditional terms “evangelism,” “medical,” “edu- 
cational,” and “social service’ adequate to describe present day 
mission activity? Are they confusing? Can you suggest more 
accurate terms? 
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11. Has the church a further witness to make by its service 
to the community and its practical efforts toward the lifting up 
of Christian standards in public life? 


12. There are in certain parts of the world, churches, some- 
times numerically large, in which for various reasons the 
evangelistic spirit is comparatively slight. How can the spirit of 
evangelism be kindled in them? 


13. How far does the neglect of evangelism explain the dying 
out of the church in earlier centuries, (e.g., North Africa, China) 
and the state of virtual decline in some churches, East and West, 
today? 


14. How far is the maintenance of missions in other countries 
or areas a vital factor in the sustaining of the evangelistic pur- 
pose of achurch? (N.B. for example, the Korean work in China, 
Indian work in Kenya, the National Missionary Society of In- 
dia, the Home Missionary Society of China, and the Japanese 
Overseas Mission. ) 
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V. THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH IN RELATION TO THE NON- 
CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS, THE NEW PAGANISMS, AND THE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE NATIONS 


A. NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


1. What outstanding changes have taken place in the non- 
Christian religions in the last few decades? In regard to inter- 
pretation of belief? In outward observances? In concern for so- 
cial need? In identity with national idealism? In sense of world 
mission? In what respects have these changes made the Chris- 
tian witness easier and in what respects harder? 


2. What signs are there of modification of non-Christian 
thought by Christian ideas, and of the adoption by other reli- 
gions of Christian methods of teaching and propaganda and 
institutional life? 


3. In view of these changes, what new emphases in Christian 
thought, life, and work are needed? Can any such developments 
be recorded? 


4. In the actual life of the Christian church are there faults 
and shortcomings which are emphasized by contrast with certain 
of the finer elements of the non-Christian religions? Is the wit- 
ness of Christianity in fact weakened by these contrasts? What 
are the non-Christian elements in the Christian church that are 
making its witness ineffective, and how can these be eliminated? 


5. How and to what extent are the non-Christian religions 
and the newer cults of the West meeting human needs? How ef- 
fectively is the church meeting these same human needs? 


6. To what extent is the great variety of Christian judgment 
on ethical and social questions a hindrance to the apprehension 
of the Christian witness? 


7. What are the motives that lead to the acceptance of the 
Christian faith? How far is our evangelistic appeal related to 
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these motives? What place should be given to the emotional ap- 
peal? What knowledge is necessary to intelligent decision? 


B. NEW PAGANISM 


8. To what extent is the rise of new cults (such as health 
cults, astrology, spiritualism, theosophy, bahaism), both in East 
and West in any way due to failure in Christian teaching and wit- 
ness? To what human needs do these new cults respond? 


9. What are the fundamental characteristics of the so-called 
new paganisms? 

10. Is there any fundamental difference between these new 
paganisms which are post-Christian and the older ethnic reli- 
gions? 


11. In what ways do the new paganisms either challenge or 
contradict Christian faith and practice? 


C. RELATION TO THE CULTURAL HERITAGE 


12. What is the relation of the cultural heritage of a people 
to the life of the Christian church? 


13. What are the dangers to the church (a) of being insuff- 
ciently rooted in the cultural life of the people (b) of being 
assimilated to the inherited culture so as to obscure the distinc- 
tive Christian witness? Which of these dangers do you regard 
as the greater in your area? What is being done to combat them? 
What changes in practice does a recognition of these problems 
suggest? What is the uniqueness of Christianity and the 
church’s witness? 


14. How far in evangelism, in worship, and in the building 
up of the life of the church is adequate regard being paid to the 
cultural life of the people, and what changes need to be made? 


15. What elements in the non-Christian religions and in the 
traditional institutions of the people—the bonds of tribe, clan, 
custom, language—seem to you to be suitable as positive points 
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of contact for the proclamation of the Gospel? Are there ac- 
tually any such elements in your area? What are the practical 
results of individual conversion with regard to the cultural life 
of the people? 


16. Is there a distinctively Christian culture? Are there cul- 
tural features in the Christian life, individual and corporate, 
which are a necessary consequence of Christian discipleship? 
What is the relation of the church to this culture? 


17. How can the Christian church meet the spiritual and 
moral crisis of modern urban culture? 


18. How can the Christian church and its witness conserve 
and interpret the values of rural life? 


D. A SPECIAL PROBLEM 


A special problem exists i regions where evangelical missions and 
churches are at work among a population where a majority of the 
people is attached actively or nominally to the Roman Catholic Church. 


19. What are the problems of witness peculiar to these areas? 


20. What should be the main objective of Protestant work in 
such areas? 
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VI. THe WITNESS OF THE CHURCH: PRACTICAL QUESTIONS 
oF METHOD AND POLIcy 


A. METHODS 


1. What lessons are to be learned from the experience gained 
in recent years through forward evangelistic movements (e.g., 
China, India, Japan, Latin America, student campaigns, Preach- 
ing Mission in the United States, the Recall to Religion in Great 
Britain, etc.) ? 


2. Is it possible to assign reasons in the realm of method and 
policy for the comparative sterility of large regions side by side 
with others in which there has been a favorable response to the 
Gospel? 

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of group con- 
versions in what are known as mass movements in certain parts 
of British India, Dutch Indies, and Africa? 


4. By what methods does experience show that a group move- 
ment can best be conserved for the up-building of the church? 


5. Should conversions of family and village groups be re- 
garded as the normal method of extending the church ee 
unevangelized peoples? 


6. What light is thrown on the question of group conversion 
by the history of the expansion of Christianity in the early and 
medieval periods? 


7. In regions where group movements are at the present time 
impossible, what does experience suggest with regard to conver- 
sion of individuals and the building of them into the church? 


8. What is the place of special evangelistic campaigns in the 
witness of the church? What does experience teach regarding 
preparatory processes, cooperative plans, and methods of con- 
serving results? 
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9. What can be learned from the ‘‘Week of Witness” or ob- 
servance of other special times of evangelistic effort? 


10. How can Christian literature be more effectively used in 
evangelism? How can the teaching of illiterates be used as an 
evangelistic method ? 


11. What lesson can be learned in evangelistic method from 
any of the newer movements, groups, and fellowships at work 
in various parts of the world? 


B. RELATION OF CHURCH AND MISSION IN EVANGELISM 


12. In systems where the ‘‘church” and the “mission” are sep- 
arate, what should be their mutual relation in carrying out evan- 
gelistic work? Do you find where the system exists that evange- 
lism is regarded unduly as the function of the mission and those 
employed by it? 

13. How far is it possible for a missionary to combine finan- 
cial control of mission funds with a position of real partnership? 


14. What lessons can be gained from experience of recent 
years in “devolution” (1.e., the transference of authority to the 
indigenous church with the object of increasing its responsibility 
and self-support) ? What are the principles that should govern 
such transference of authority? 


15. Is it found that increasing ecclesiastical responsibility is 
accompanied by increasing evangelistic fervor? 


16. For what tasks should the younger churches assume pri- 
mary responsibility? In what ways can the older churches most 
profitably cooperate with them? 


17. What is the place of the evangelistic missionary in the 
work of the church where complete self-government and self- 
support have been attained? 


18. Is it the function of the mission and the evangelistic mis- 
sionary to press on to pioneer areas? Is there a permanent part- 
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nership in the life and witness of the church in which the 
missionary will have his place? 


19. For what purpose can financial aid from the older 
churches be most profitably used so as to increase and not lessen 
the spiritual life and the evangelistic witness of the church? 
By what methods can such aid be most wisely administered? 


C. A WITNESSING CHURCH 


20. What light does the New Testament shed on the difference 
between the pastoral and evangelistic functions? 


21. How far are pastors to be the real leaders of evangelistic 
efforts ? How may churches and pastors be encouraged to under- 
take evangelistic work outside of church walls? 


22. What is the place of the professional lay evangelist in the 
church? Should paid lay evangelists be employed? How far can 
the evangelistic work of a church be done by the voluntary 
service of lay men and women under the leadership of the pas- 
tors? 


23. What is the secret of developing evangelistic witness 
among the members of the church? How can attitudes of aloof- 
ness toward the community be overcome? 


24. How can the church bring into vital Christian experience 
and evangelistic activity those who from childhood have been 
reared in Christian homes? 


25. How can persons who have ceased to be active church 
members be integrated into the life of the church? 


26. Why are such large numbers of former students of Chris- 
| tian institutions lost to the life of the church, and what can be 
done to enlist them in active service? 


27. Is there any tendency in the areas you know to prefer 
the interpretation of Christianity through practical service to 
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the method of explicit teaching and preaching? If so, what are 
its causes, and what are its implications for mission policy? 


28. What is the place of educational and other institutional 
work in the evangelistic work of the church? 


29. Is adequate attention given in Christian schools, colleges, 
and seminaries for the training of workers to the preparation 
for evangelistic work? 


30. Is it possible to lessen the disparity in rates of payment 
open to workers in different parts of the church (e.g., pastoral, 
educational, medical) ? 


31. Is there a weakness in the oversight and shepherding of 
evangelists and pastors? Is as much help given in this way to 
the pastor as to the teacher? 


32. What is the place in the evangelistic work of the church? 
Do any special problems and opportunities arise in this area? In © 
the transference of responsibility from the “mission” to the 
“church,” are there any special problems in relation to the women 
missionaries ? 


33. What are the motives that lead to acceptance of the Chris- 
tian faith? 
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VII. THe INNER LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
WorsHIP, THE CHRISTIAN HoME, AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
A. WORSHIP 


1. From what does the spirit of Christian worship arise? 
How is it connected with a belief in the Christian faith? What 
is its significance in the life of the church? Is there a danger of 
emphasis on practical service obscuring the value of worship? 


2. How can the traditions of different Christian churches be 
used to supplement and enrich one another in worship (e.g., by 
achieving a true relationship between the elements of sacrament, 
preaching, and prayer)? 


3. How far do Christians agree in what they find and experi- 
ence in the Holy Communion? How far is the full depth and 
richness of eucharistic worship apprehended within the separate 
churches? Can anything be done to deepen this apprehen- 
sion ? 


4. What can be learned from the experience of different coun- 
tries in the adaptation of Christian worship to the religious cus- 
toms and practices of different peoples? Are there new insights 
into Christian worship that have come from such sources? 


5. What are the universal elements in Christian worship? 
How far can the fact of the Universal Church be made real 
in the worship of the local congregation? 


6. Is there a danger of an undue stereotyping of forms of 
worship? Ought there to be, for instance, an adaptation to the 
special needs of urban and rural groups, and if so, what ex- 
perience exists to guide us? 


7. What provision is made for training leaders of corporate 
worship? 
18 
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8. In what ways can music best contribute to worship? To 
what extent is indigenous music used in worship? What is being 
done in your country to enrich the hymnology of the church? 


9g. How can we use to the best advantage indigenous types of 
architecture and religious art? 


10. How can individual worship and meditation be used as 
aids to corporate worship? 


11. How far do Christians give themselves to private prayer? 
How can Christians be helped to grow in the prayer life? How 
may individual believers be led into the ministry of interces- 
sion? 


12. How can we help to create a worshipping church in lands 
where worship is mainly individual? 


13. What are the advantages of liturgical forms and a larger 
use of symbolism in Christian worship? 


14. What does the Christian church mean in stating that the 
Word of God is contained in the Holy Scriptures? 


15. What is the place of the Bible in private devotion and 
public worship? 


16. What is the place of the Old Testament in the life of the 
Christian church? 


17. In recognition of the difficulties of the Bible for new read- 
ers, what can be done to provide simple introductory guides to 
the contents and message of each main part of the Bible? Is 
there a place for vernacular translations corresponding in style 
to such versions as those of Moffatt and Goodspeed? Ought use 
to be made of selections from Scripture? 


18. Where a church is largely drawn from animistic peoples, 
what are the best ways of freeing the mind from old fear of 
spirits and witchcraft, without destroying its sense of the reality 
of the unseen? 
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B. THE CHRISTIAN HOME 


19. How should a Christian home be different from a non- 
Christian home? What are the problems inherent in the Chris- 
tianizing of the institution of marriage? What teaching is given 
in preparation for marriage and the responsibilities of parent- 
hood? Can non-Christian customs and practices (e.g., initiation 
rites) be adapted to Christian uses? 


20. Is the ideal of the separate home contrasted with the 
system of the joint family a necessary consequence of Chris- 
tianity? How far is the disintegration of the home under the 
influence of modern civilization presenting a new problem to 
the church? 


21. What is the place of worship, discipline, fellowship, and 
service in the home? Can the home become a miniature Chris- 
tian community? What is the Christian treatment of servants? 


22. What should be the relation between the church and the 
Christian home? 


23. How far does the Christian doctrine of the after life 
inspire the ceremonies connected with Christian burial and 
memory of the dead? 


24. Can non-Christian festivals be Christianized, or can they 
be replaced by distinctively Christian festivals? 


C. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


25. What provision should be made for the education and 
training of converts so that they may be fully incorporated in 
the life and work of the church? 


26. How far is the church meeting the need of religious edu- 
cation: (a) in the home; (b) in Sunday school; (c) among 
Christian students in schools and colleges; (d) in giving Chris- 
tian instruction to non-Christian students in schools and col- 
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leges; (e) in reaching youth and adults through adult schools, 
daily vacation Bible schools, etc. ? 


27. What indigenous materials and methods have been de- 
veloped? How can the foreign missionaries best help the church 
in dealing with the problems of religious education? 


28. What are the outstanding needs? 


29. How can religious education and evangelism be better 
related? Is there a point at which men pass from the class of 
those needing-to-be-evangelized into that of those needing-pas- 
toral-care? Where is the line of demarcation drawn? When does 
a person cease to be the object of evangelism and become an 
agent of evangelism? 


30. What is the Christian teaching on the use of money? 
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VIII. Tue INDIGENOUS MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH, 
BotH ORDAINED AND Lay 


A. THE ORDAINED MINISTRY 


1. What is the place of the ministry in the Christian church? 
What are the main functions of the ministerial office? To what 
extent is the ministry an institution peculiar to Christianity? 


2. Are there objections in principle to a professional ministry ? 


3. What are the difficulties which arise in the actual situa- 
tion in which the younger churches find themselves in regard 
to the maintenance of a full-time paid ministry? How can 
these difficulties be overcome? 


4. What are the types of ministry that are demanded by the 
work of the church in differing kinds of areas and the differing 
levels reached by the church in these several fields? 


5. Emphasis is laid in some quarters on a highly trained min- 
istry and in others on the provision of a larger number of men 
of simpler training. Are these objectives incompatible? How 
may they be correlated in relation to the conditions and needs 
in your own field? 


6. Is there a place for a fully-trained ordained minister giv- 
ing part of his time to other than church work, and so obtain- 
ing part of his support? 


B. RECRUITING 


7. How can the ablest recruits be enlisted in the ministry of 
the church? How can the place of the church and its mission in 
society be presented so that it may challenge them to life serv- 
ice? 


8. What hindrances prevent more of the ablest young men 
from entering the ministry? To what extent are difficulties due 
to: (a) lack of Christian experience; (b) unworthy conception 
of the work of the ministry; (c) family objections; (d) economic 
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difficulties; (e) fear of missionary domination; (f) fear of 
church domination? Is a difficulty found in the fact of unwill- 
ingness on the part of congregations to have a young minister? 


g. In securing recruits for the ministry are the rural schools 
considered? Is due consideration given to the background of 
the pastors so that they will easily fit into the life of the churches 
they are called to serve? 


10. What is the responsibility of Christian schools and col- 
leges for furnishing recruits to the ministry? What is the re- 
sponsibility of the Student Christian Movement in the work of 
recruiting ministers? 


C. TRAINING 


11. Do the training institutions educate men and women away 
from their environment or equip them better to understand and 
meet the problems of their community life? For example, how 
fully do the seminaries equip the rural pastor for his work? 


12. Is it for the good of the work that the large number of 
small and comparatively ill-staffed theological training institu- 
tions should be continued? What are the objections to a larger 
degree of unification or cooperation? Are these objections valid, 
and if not how can they be overcome? 


13. If training in the life, worship, and faith of an individual 
communion is deemed essential, can this be secured along with 
the advantage of cooperation either by the hostel system or 
some other adjustment? 


14. What are the chief shortcomings and failures in the exist- 
ing systems of training, and how can these be overcome? 


15. What special training, if any, needs to be provided for 
women? 


16. Is enough being done to aid ministers in spiritual and in- 
tellectual growth after they have entered work? 
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D. VOLUNTARY LAY SERVICE 


17. What should be the relation between the ordained min- 
ister and the voluntary lay religious worker? 


18. What kind of lay service is called for by the great evan- 
gelistic movements in certain countries? What kind of train- 
ing is required? 


19. What is the place of the voluntary lay worker in the 
teaching work of the church? In your experience what kind 
of training has been found useful? 


20. What functions can the layman perform as contrasted 
with the minister? Are there unfinished tasks or unexplored 
areas of service that might be entrusted to the layman? 


21. How far in existing systems of preparation for ordained 
and lay workers is attention given to practical training in evan- 
gelistic work? 


22. What is the secret of liberating more largely the latent 
lay forces of the churches? 
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IX. CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL, AND 
SocraAL Work 


1. What is the place of institutional work (educational, med- 
ical, philanthropic) in the work of Christian missions and in 
the life of the church? These departments of Christian work 
are in some quarters sharply challenged. What are the grounds 
of this challenge, and how far are they valid? 


A. EDUCATION 


2. What place in our scale of values are we to assign to edu- 
cation, giving us as it does a real opportunity of being organic 
to the community, but on the other hand involving us in many 
interests which have no obvious connection with the Christian 
faith? Is education an unessential part of work, to be sacrificed 
under pressure, or should the church cling jealously to its right 
to offer a Christian education both to Christians and non-Chris- 
tians? 


3. What are the essentials of a Christian education? Is it 
enough to attach definite Christian teaching to the locally ac- 
cepted secular curriculum? If regulations permitted, should 
Christian education be something radically different from what 
it now is? Or is the essential feature of Christian education 
that it is education directed by Christians and placed in a set- 
‘ ting of Christian worship, teaching, and practice? What sub- 
jects are peculiarly important in a Christian curriculum, e.g., 
history or science or philosophy? 


4. It has been said that Christian higher education in Eastern 
countries inoculates pupils with a mild form of Christianity, 
and that the acceptance of many or all of the Christian values 
without the acceptance of Christ is one of the common results 
of Christian higher education. Is this to be regarded as success 
or failure? Is there any way of giving more attention to the 
possibility of thorough-going conversion without diminishing 
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the extent to which a permeation of society with Christian ideas 
is achieved ? 


5. In countries where religious teaching is prohibited in edu- 
cational institutions, what are the place and contribution of 
Christian schools? 


6. In view of the existence of many under-staffed and ill- 
equipped institutions, and of the fact that only work of com- 
paratively high quality is likely to survive, should there be a 
fresh effort to secure a larger measure of concentration and co- 
operation in Christian high schools and colleges? 


7. Are any departments of education that could profitably be 
undertaken by Christian agencies, at present neglected? 


8. In view of the limited supply of Christian educators and 
of money, can any principle be stated that will guide in the dis- 
tribution of Christian educational effort between Christians and 
non-Christians ? 


g. In view of the special studies and exhaustive reports of 
competent commissions, what action needs to be taken to give 
full effect to their approved recommendations? 


10. What is the role of education in the life of the village 
church? What is the duty of the church toward children who 
attend the local school not under Christian auspices? 


11. Is it true that Christian higher education is on the whole 
too little related to the church and the Christian community? 
Is there a lack of touch between advanced and backward groups 
within the church? What can be done to make Christian higher 
education more truly organic to the church and to the commu- 
nity? How can Christian educational work be adapted to meet 
the vital needs of the people? 


12. How far has the dependence upon income from tuition 
determined the class of students attending and through this 
the missionary character of the schools? How far have govern- 
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ment subsidies influenced the character of the schools? If 
large government subsidies are available, is there any principle 
which should govern the extent to which Christian education 
is to expand? 


13. What is, and what should be, the relation of institutions 
of Christian higher education to the indigenous churches? 


14. How can the corporate life of the college or school be 
made a spiritual dynamic? How far is this conditioned by: (a) 
reduction of numbers; (b) increase of Christian staff; (c) 
spiritual development of staff? How can each of these condi- 
tions be achieved? 


15. How far should attendance at Christian teaching and 
worship be made compulsory in Christian schools and colleges ? 
How can worship services be made so vital a part of school 
or college life that they would be desired rather than required? 
Where a large proportion of non-Christians are involved, should 
they be asked to share in completely Christian forms of worship? 
Have you experience of Christian education carried on under a 
“conscience clause’? 


16. What are the problems raised by the relationship of 
pupils in schools and colleges to the local church? 


17. What methods of pioneering are still open to Christian 
institutions ? 


B. MEDICINE 
18. What is the basis on which the Christian ministry of 
healing rests? 


19. Is this ministry an integral part of the witness and life 
of the church today? 

20. How are spiritual healing and physical healing related? 
Is there a special task for the church in drawing together the 
forces of medicine and religion in a joint ministry to human 
beings? 
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21. What responsibility for the ministry of healing rests 
upon the younger churches? What problems arise here in the 
administration of mission hospitals? 


22. Should Christian missions engage in preventive medicine? 


23. How far should Christian missions undertake the train- 
ing of doctors and nurses? 


24. Can the maintenance of medical institutions be justified 
unless they maintain effective extension departments? Does this 
extension work call for specialized training in addition to a 
first-rate medical education? Does the medical training of today 
make it impossible for missionaries and nationals to function 
in small out-of-the-way places where there is very little ade- 
quate modern equipment? 


25. If government and other agencies provide effectively for 
medical service in hospitals and dispensaries, for preventive 
medicine and for medical education (including nurse educa- 
tion), does this mean that the Christian agencies are no longer 
required to work in these fields? 


26. What is the responsibility of the church for medical edu- 
cation? 


27. Is there adequate cooperation between Christian medical 


work and other departments of mission and church life? What 
problems arise in this connection, and how can they be solved? 


28. Where is the ministry of healing still required as an 
agency of pioneering Christianity? 


29. What should characterize a symmetrical program of 
medical missions in the years ahead? 


C. SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 


Note: No questions on urban or rural reconstruction are given here because 
both of these phases of the work are to be included in all the discussions. 


30. For what reasons and with what motives should the 
church engage in social service? 
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31. In what spheres of social service is there need of Chris- 
tian initiative and action? What should be the relation of the 
church to this service? What should be the relation of mission- 
aries to this service? In view of the unlimited number and vari- 
ety of human needs, by what criteria can the church and the 

missions determine to which types of social and philanthropic 
- work they should devote themselves? 


32. How may the church engage in these fields of service in 
simpler ways that do not involve the maintenance of institutions? 


33. How can such work be made more effective in your coun- 
try? What factual data are needed? What specialized training? 
What special help from the West? What indigenous methods, 
if any, can be adapted to this use? 


34. What is the responsibility of the church for lifting the 
level of the community as a whole? 
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X. THE PLAceE, WorRK, AND TRAINING OF THE MISSIONARY 
A. THE PLACE AND WORK OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


1. What is the distinctive work of the missionary today: (a) 
in lands where there is a well-established church; (b) in pioneer 
areas; (c) in lands where the church is very weak? In the light 
of changes that are taking place (such as the growth of the 
church, the changing political situation, etc.), how can the for- 
eign missionary best serve the larger interests of the Church 
Universal in the future? 


2. At the Jerusalem Meeting of 1928 a strong appeal was 
made by spokesmen of the younger churches for the sending 
of missionaries especially upon the ground of the spiritual help 
which it was believed they could render. What is the nature 
of the spiritual help for which the members of the younger 
churches have a right to look to the missionary ? 


3. Is there a clear challenge to the West to continue sending 
missionaries abroad? On what is the continuation of the mis- 
sionary movement in the next ten years to be founded? As re- 
sponsibility for evangelization is transferred to the younger 
churches, on what grounds is the appeal for sending mission- 
aries from the West to be based? 


4. What relationships should obtain between the missionaries 
and the younger churches? How far do these relationships dif- 
fer in such fields as those described in question 1? How many real 
fellowship be developed between missionaries and national work- 
ers? Should the churches share in the selection and appointment 
of new missionaries and in the allocation to work of both new 
missionaries and those returning to the fields, and how can this 
best be done? 


5. In what ways can the boards and societies assist the mis- 
sionary in taking the relationships which the needs of the time 
make clearly right? 
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6. What are the reasons for regarding the missionary service 
as a life career? 


7. What are the possibilities of using the first term of service 
as a trial period? Ought the first two years of service to be re- 
garded as continuation of training? Who should be responsible 
for determining continuation of service at the end of a first 
term? 


8. For what type of work is “short term service” desirable? 
Under what conditions should it be undertaken? What differ- 
ence, if any, does it make if a missionary takes up service for 
a short period rather than as a life commitment? Is there a case 
for limited term service (i.e., not for two or three years as in 
college posts in certain countries, but for ten years, the mission- 
ary proposing to devote himself to other labor in his own coun- 
try while yet he is able to do so)? Are there values in life com- 
mitment which, if lost, will seriously affect the life of the 
growing churches? What problems does this issue raise for: (a) 
missionary leadership and aid in the church; and (b) relation- 
ship with indigenous leaders? 


9g. To what extent do the conditions of missionary work today 
demand the recruitment of specialists (that is, of persons who 
can engage in only one type of work and are specially trained 
for it)? What types of work demand specialists? Is there a 
place for experienced specialists for limited periods of service? 
What other conditions, beyond qualification in their own de- 
partment, ought to be demanded of such workers? Are there 
problems to be faced in the relationships of such workers with 
the rest of the missionary staff, and if so how should they be 
met? 


10. Should the problem of securing enough men and women 
for missionary service be regarded as a part of the total prob- 
lem of using rightly the whole personnel available for the serv- 
ice of the world Christian community in obeying the missionary 
imperative which rests upon it? What would this imply in re- 
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gard to: (a) the call for missionaries in your country; (b) the 
kind of leadership needed; (c) training; and (d) relationship of 
the older and younger churches? 


11. How far ought the Christian forces in lands where there 
are still great unreached areas definitely plan to use as mission- 
aries the workers of the countries themselves, not only in re- 
gions adjacent to their homes but on a wider scale? To what 
extent may missionaries be expected to be sent from the lands 
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America to work outside their own 
countries? 


12. What are the resources in the West from which the fu- 
ture missionary personnel must be drawn, and how will this 
affect the character of the movement? 


B. QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


13. What universal requirements in spiritual life, Christian 
understanding, experience, and discipline are essential in a mis- 
sionary ? 


14. Is there a danger of the central religious equipment and 
training of the missionary being obscured in the demand for 
other kinds of specialization? Is there any common aspect of 
the work in which all missionaries ought in a sense to be special- 
ists? If so, what demands are made on training both of spirit 
and in method? 


15. What is the best age, on the average, and admitting many 
exceptions, at which (a) men and (b) women missionaries 
should be sent out for the first time? 


16. Are present arrangements for language training satis- 
factory (a) in the missionary’s homeland, (b) on the field to 
which he goes? Is a sufficiently high standard of proficiency 
usually reached? Is adequate provision made for learning the 
language of the governing power where that differs from the 
vernacular ? 


THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 33 


17. How can the new missionary best become acquainted 
with the cultural heritage of the people to whom he is going? 
How can the study of anthropology be related to the practical 
life and work of the missionary? How can the younger churches 
help the new missionary in making the necessary adjustments 
in his thinking and living in a new environment? 


18. Does the fact that the missionary is in a special sense 
symbolic of the links that bind the Universal Church make any 
special demands upon his training? 


19. What are the reasons for the fact that in several coun- 
tries virtually no special training is given to men missionary 
recruits beyond what is demanded by work in their own coun- 
tries? Are these reasons valid? Are the difficulties insuperable? 


20. Are candidates who have had practical experience of 
work in their own countries more adaptable and resourceful on 
the field than others? What types of practical work have proved 
most useful in this way? For what branches of service should 
practical work be coupled with academic studies in the prepara- 
tion of missionaries ? 


21. What special training in rural and agricultural subjects 
should be possessed by those who are to be set apart as rural 
specialists? By those who, while not specialists, carry on their 
work (evangelistic, educational, etc.) largely among country 
people? By those engaged in distinctively urban work? 


22. Should special preparation for specialized service be com- 
pleted before the first departure for the field or during the first 
furlough? What does experience teach with regard to the length 
of the first term of service and the length of the first furlough 
in relation to this matter of training? Is it desirable and feasible 
to test missionaries before their final assignment to a field, by 
securing that they reside and work under expert supervision 
for a year or less? 
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23. Under present conditions is there a danger that the per- 
sonal contribution which a missionary is capable of making may 
be overlaid by the claims of organized and organizing work? 
Does experience teach any lessons regarding the connection be- 
tween the individual life and witness and the taking of a full 
share in all the range of organized activity? How does this bear 
upon training? 


24. What should be done to aid the missionary in his intel- 
lectual and spiritual life? By books and magazines? By special 
courses of study? By retreats? 


25. Is it wise that advanced workers of the younger churches 
should take training in the country of the “sending” churches? 
If so, on what lines should the training course be planned? Is 
it possible for cooperation in the matter of training to be extended 
by interchange of members of staff between the countries of the 
older and the younger churches? 


26. In the light of the experience gained in the East and the 
West since the World Missionary Conference held at Edin- 
burgh in 1910, and in view of the present demands made by 
world conditions, are there available adequate training facilities ? 
If not, what more is needed, or what changes are suggested? 
What points should receive major emphasis in the program of 
missionary training? 


27. Does the total need for the training of every kind of mis- 
sionary, and such special facts as are contained in the above 
questions, suggest that the matter of missionary training and 
preparation should be considered by the authorities of churches 
and missions as one of peculiar importance and urgency, de- 
manding both the allocation of a somewhat larger amount of 
money to it, and also the consideration of radical reforms? Or 
may it be concluded that present methods are in the main satis- 
factory and need only development or alteration in detail? 


THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 35 


XI. AN ADEQUATE PROGRAM FOR CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
A. LITERATURE PROGRAM PROBLEMS 


1. Why is the question of the supply of Christian literature 
important ? How important is it? Is it right to regard it, as now 
it is regarded, as a department of work mainly in the hands of 
specialized societies? Is an adequate supply of Christian litera- 
ture available for evangelistic work? For education? For med- 
ical work? For the building up of the prayer life of the church? 
In aiding the rural communities? In the training of the ministry 
and of workers of all kinds? 


2. Is the present attitude held by the bulk of those concerned 
in this matter, both East and West, such as to result in an effort 
commensurate with the need? If not, what are the main changes 
necessary ? 


3. Has there been any survey in your area in recent years 
covering the need for Christian literature, both vernacular and 
other? Ought such a survey to be undertaken? 


4. Is there any planned program for Christian literature in 
your field? How far is progress in the production of Christian 
literature held up by denominational prejudice or by undue for- 
eign control over indigenous undertakings and workers? 


5. Apart from the special problems which each presents, is 
there adequate correlation between production, publication, and 
distribution? How far are these functions in separate hands? 
What better methods of organization can be suggested? 


B. PRODUCTION 


6. What are the main needs for Christian literature still un- 
met in your own area? Could they be stated in an order of prior- 
ity? 

7. What steps can be taken to meet these acknowledged needs ? 
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8. Is the production of Christian literature planned in any 
relation with the progress of Christian education? Can you sug- 
gest how it might be? 


g. Is there adequate cooperation in facing language problems 
in production? How can Christian literature be made more truly 
indigenous? What is being done in your area to secure the right 
type of writer? What special provision, if any, should be made 
for the training of writers? 


10. Is it a good plan to set workers apart for the sole task 
of writing? What other method should be considered? How 
may devoted, experienced Christians, while engaged in other 
lines of work, be assisted to do creative thinking and writing? 


11. Is there a need in your area for the translation of more 
and better Western literature than is now available? What con- 
certed steps should be taken to secure this? 


12. Ought the production of Christian literature to be ruled 
by the ordinary laws of supply and demand? Is there a case for 
financing (by subsidy or in some other way) the production of 
material needed but not yet demanded? What instances can 
you suggest? If subsidies come from the West, where should 
decision on choice of publication rest? 


13. How can the best of modern Western Christian thinking 
be made available to those who are already thinking and reading 
along advanced lines of Western political and social thought? 


14. How can the best Christian literature from the East and 
Africa be similarly made available in the West? 


C. PUBLICATION 


15. What should be the relations between indigenous initia- 
tive and foreign aid in the matter of Christian literature and 
publication? Are you satisfied with the present arrangements in 
your own area? If not, why not? — 
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16. If it is not possible, as is generally agreed, for all the 
needed Christian literature to be produced on an economic basis, 
what is the wisest way that experience suggests with regard to 
the use of money in aid? Should it be used in reducing the cost 
of books? Or in aiding the buyer to buy? Or in what other way? 


17. In your area, are there too many publication societies? 
Or too few? How are they financed? By whom are they con- 
trolled? Do they attract the right kind of writer? 


18. Is financial control a barrier to creative freedom in the 
production of Christian literature? Is this unavoidable? If not, 
how can it be avoided? 


D. DISTRIBUTION 


19. How cana desire to read be created and developed among 
Christians, both young and old? What does experience teach 
in regard to the best ways of creating a reading church? 


20. What can you suggest as to the best ways of stimulating 
the distribution of Christian literature? How far should the 
missionary organization be responsible? What can the indigenous 
churches do to help? What can the individual worker, indigenous 
or foreign, do to help? 


21. Have you experience in the use of libraries (e.g., for vil- 
lages) in increasing interest in Christian literature? 


22. How far can Western methods of distribution be intro- 
duced, and how far can they be adapted? Should the distribu- 
tion of literature be built up in a manner similar to the ordinary 
business enterprise? Is there any other way? 


23. How far should effort be made to reach the Christian 
community, and how far the general public? Are there two 
distinct problems here? 


24. How far should already established local bookselling 
undertakings be encouraged to include within their lists Chris- 
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tian publications? How can this be stimulated? What have 
been the results? 


25. How far should production, publication, and distribution 
so far as Christian agencies are concerned concentrate on spe- 
cifically Christian literature (i.e., that which is needed in wor- 
ship, in the training of workers, and in other parts of the Chris- 
tian enterprise), and how far should effort be put into securing 
the production of good general literature? 


E. ILLITERACY 


26. Is the removal of illiteracy a task for the church and the 
missionary enterprise? If it is, what steps ought to be taken to 
provide material at every grade and stage for the newly-literate, 
the semi-literate, etc.? What about pictures? 


27. What motives have you found most effective in creating 
the desire for literacy among (a) Christians and (b) non- 
Christians ? 


F. OTHER METHODS 


28. Is the use of the secular newspaper as the vehicle of Chris- 
tian truth possible in your area, as in Japan and other lands 
where ““Newspaper Evangelism” is used? Have any experiments 
been made, and with what success? 


29. Have you any experience of the publication of daily or 
weekly newspapers under Christian auspices? 


30. What is the relation of the Bible Societies to the whole 
question of Christian literature? 


31. Is anything to be learned as to the use of literature from 
such bodies as the Seventh-Day Adventists? Or from any secu- 
lar or anti-Christian societies ? 


THE CHURCH AND ITS ENVIRONMENT 


XII. THe Economic BAsIs OF THE CHURCH 
A. ECONOMICS AND THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 


1. What is the relation of the economic aspect of the life 
of the church to its spiritual life? Must the organized life of 
the church, its institutions and expenditure, be strictly condi- 
tioned by the economic life of the people who compose it? 


2. What is the position in your own church and the area you 
know best with regard to this problem? Are the bulk of the 
Christians poor? Are they economically dependent as a class 
upon others? Have they land, or technical skill, or any other 
element in economic freedom? What is the average income of a 
Christian family of five persons in the area you know best? 


3. In lands where the missionary movement has been carried 
on chiefly among peoples of a very low economic level, what 
policy should be followed with regard to the maintenance of 
church institutions? Ought something quite different from and 
simpler than the ecclesiastical organization of the West to be 
built up? What experience have we to guide us in this matter? 


4. What experiments in church life have been developed that 
conserve the values of fellowship and organization while ad- 
justing the financial responsibilities to the economic capacity of 
the people? 


5. Existing missionary and church organization usually com- 
prises corporate Christian life in forms, local, provincial, national 
and perhaps world-wide in their reference. Is it possible to 
maintain this kind of organization without foreign subsidy? 
Is it so important that it ought nevertheless to be so sup- 
ported? Should a church give to benevolent causes and to pro- 
vincial and national church organization before it has attained 
full, local self-support? 
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6. Ought the Christian church to concern itself with the up- 
lifting of the economic standards of poor Christians? If so, on 
what principles should it act? Does the improvement of the 
economic condition of the Christian community automatically 
raise the level of support of the church? If so, is aid along this 
line one of the major ways in which the older churches can 
help the younger and weaker? 


7. Should we seek to rehabilitate the Christian community 
economically by developing it along more or less communal lines 
of self-sufficiency, as through the organization of Christian com- 
munities and Christian cooperatives, or should we seek to help 
them to establish rights in the economic organization of the gen- 
eral community, even though in some regions that may be hos- 
tile to them? 


B. THE CHURCH’S RELATION TO THE ECONOMICS 
OF THE COMMUNITY 


8. To what extent are missions and churches cooperating with 
governments, where that is possible, in the planning of a better 
social and economic order? Is it possible to build up and main- 
tain steadily under the auspices of mission or church an economic 
undertaking requiring adequate technical leadership? What does 
experience teach in regard to rural reconstruction units, indus- 
trial undertakings, cooperatives, etc.? Is the way forward to be 
found by specifically Christian undertakings, or by pioneering 
experiments that may be copied by other agencies, or by throw- 
ing all energies into collaboration with governmental action? 


9. How far in what is being done by missions in the economic 
uplift of the church are we seeking to introduce Western ideas 
of individualism into social orders based on other ideas, e.g., 
occupation by heredity? Is this necessarily right? Does experi- 
ence show any ways whereby Christian groups can gain in tech- 
nical competence and yet find a place within the ancient systems? 
Can the economic dislocation of the Christian community be 
avoided? 
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10. Is any light shed upon these questions by the fact of 
group approach to the Gospel, found on a large scale in cer- 
tain regions as in parts of India and of Africa? 


11. How far is the situation so influenced by the economic 
conditions of the world and the nation, by population trends, 
by political conditions, by war, taxation and corruption that 
efforts of Western missionary forces to raise the economic level 
of the Christian communities are either futile or at best mildly 
ameliorative? 


C. POLICIES AND METHODS 


12. In the effort to achieve relative freedom from dependence 
upon foreign funds, has the emphasis upon “‘self-support”’ been 
right? Can any other angle of approach to the subject be sug- 
gested? 


13. Is there any way of avoiding the wide divergence that 
now frequently exists between the payment received by ministers 
and by both teachers and doctors in Christian service? Is it bet- 
ter to use foreign funds to aid the salaries of ministers, contin- 
uing foreign control, or to risk the existence of a discontented 
teaching group through lowered payment? Or is there some 
other solution? 


14. Does the experience of the German missions, which have 
been prevented by outside conditions from making any contribu- 
tion in recent years to the upkeep of the churches, shed light upon 
these questions? 


15. What should be the principles governing the payment of 
indigenous ministers and clergy? Should their salaries be 
adapted to the level of life and power to support found among 
those whom they serve? If so, can they live as educated men? 


16. How can the personal and family significance of gifts, 
common under a system of giving “in kind” be retained? Does 
the insistence upon fees, payment for services rendered in 
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church, hospital, and school, etc., militate against voluntary 
work and gifts to the church? Can greater value be given in 
practice to social cooperation? Can the system of the “God’s 
acre” be extended to the garden, the stock, and the poultry ? Does 
the payment of salary to church-workers militate against gifts 
for their support? 


17. What has been the success and what the failure of the 
“Nevius” method? Can any other definite systems or methods 
be quoted from which help may be derived? 


18. Granted that foreign financial help is still needed and de- 
sired, for what purposes within the total activity of the church 
can it best be given? How should it be given—by grants to 
specific projects and for definite ends, for limited periods of 
time, in diminishing amounts f—or on what system? What prac- 
tical experience may be cited? 


19. What should be the policy with regard to the larger in- 
stitutions—colleges, hospitals, etc—and their financial relation- 
ship to the church? Should nothing be undertaken which can- 
not within a reasonable period be “taken over” by the church? 
Or is there a permanent place for the aid, given in such ways, of 
the Universal Church? 
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XIII. THE CuHurcH AND THE CHANGING SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC ORDER* 


A. SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTIANITY 


1. What is the social significance of Christianity? Is there a 
specifically Christian social and economic order? Is the Chris- 
tian Gospel concerned with the redemption of the individual 
only, or has it reference to the larger bodies such as the com- 
munity, nation, and state? 


2. What are the principal changes in the social and economic 
order that have become manifest in your own area in recent 
years? What special problems and difficulties do these changes 
present to the church? In what ways are they being faced? 


3. What is the essential Christian conception in regard to 
the acquisition, ownership, and use of money and material 
wealth, and what is the significance of this (a) in modern, in- 
dustrial civilization, and (b) in relation to other cultures? 


4. What conditions of life in the present economic order chal- 
lenge the Christian conception of life and of human relation- 
ships? 


5. Is Christian activity destroying existing social values and 
setting up false standards of individualism (e.g., private property 
in lands where the communal idea holds sway)? Ought this 
tendency to be overcome, and how can it be overcome? 


B. THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL CHANGE 


6. What is the responsibility of the Christian church in rela- 
tion to the social and economic order? 


7, What evidences of peasant unrest or revolt have there been 
in your country within the last decade or two? Has the church 
taken any part in removing the causes of social unrest and in 
securing justice? In what ways? 


* The Oxford Conference Report, Section III, is particularly valuable for the work 
of this section. 
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8. How far should Christians ally themselves with political 
groups and movements in the achieving of desired reforms in 
the structure of society? What is the attitude of the church in 
your country toward members of the church who want to under- 
take responsibilities in local and national government? 


g. In what sense do we use the word “church” when we say 
the church should act? What are the advantages and weak- 
nesses of leaving definite action in the social and economic 
sphere to societies or groups within the church? 


10. What should be the attitude of the church toward other 
organized movements more or less hostile to Christianity which 
aim at the promotion of a just economic order? 


11. What has been the responsibility of the church itself for 
existing economic evils? 


12. How far within its own organization does the church 
yield to the evils which characterize the social order? 


13. Can the church in its own community life make a demon- 
stration that will assist in any way in overcoming the inequalities 
of the social system whereby such things as education and leisure 
are distributed according to wealth? Can the church as em- 
ployer, or manager, or by pioneering in housing experiments, 
-etc., stand for Christian principles in the economic order ? 


14. How can the church reflect the principles of Christ more 
fully despite the handicap of the social environment in which it 
exists (e.g., with regard to race-relations or place of women, 
etc.) ? Is the church recognized as a leader, or as standing for 
the status quo in a changing world? 


15. What are the methods by which the church can most 
wisely and effectively fulfill its responsibility in working for a 
right economic and social system? 


16. What is the significance in this realm of the increasing 
emphasis on the world Christian community and the church as 
a universal society? 
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17. Is thorough study of social and economic problems a part 
of the service that the church should seek to render ? If so, what 
is the reason for the failure of so much research to change con- 
ditions? Does experience teach anything about the best way of 
handing over experiments begun by the church to other agencies? 


18. If the life of the church is itself its most effective witness, 
how can it bring separated groups into closer fellowship? How 
can it prevent the growth of economic barriers and class and 
racial divisions within its own membership? 


19. On what basis should churches and missions engage in 
projects of social reconstruction? Is amelioration of external 
conditions enough, or should the more fundamental evils of 
the existing social system be our concern? 


20. What is the value of cooperative societies and credit unions 
considered in their local, national, and international significance? 
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XIV. THE CHURCH AND THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER 
A. THE CHURCH’S STAKE IN THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER 


1. What features of the present world situation make it nec- 
essary to deal with this question in the Meeting of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council? 


2. Has the church the right to form and express opinions 
about the underlying problems of international relations? If so, 
on what is this right based? 


3. Recent events in the political sphere have shown that there 
is no such thing as “security” in international relations. What 
is the root of the trouble? Is it true that the alternative is 
either a state of war (latent or open), or a world state with 
sufficient authority to enforce the rule of law? If it is true, is 
such a world state desirable? Would it lead necessarily to the 
suppression of national values and qualities? What should be the 
church’s attitude toward the demand of some nations for larger 
empire? How may the church support efforts to provide for 
peaceful change in international relations? 


4. What is the present significance of international law? Has 
it any value so long as there is no authority to enforce it? In 
what way can an equilibrium be found between the element of 
stability inherent in all law and the element of dynamic change 
inherent in relationships between nations? 


5. It is said that the resources of modern science, properly 
applied, are able to abolish poverty from the world and to ensure 
an adequacy of the means of life to all. If this is true, does it 
mean that the causes of international strife in the modern world 
are solely to be found in the moral sphere? How does this bear 
upon the responsibility of the church? 


6. In what ways does international disorder affect the work 
of the church? In what ways does it affect men’s attitude to the 
church? 
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B. THE CHURCH AS AN OECUMENICAL SOCIETY 


7. What is the difference between “oecumenical” (or “uni- 
versal’’) and “international”? In what sense is the church oecu- 
menical? In what sense is it international? (See Oxford Re- 
port, Section V, Subsection 2.) 


8. To what extent should a church in a particular nation iden- 
tify itself with national aspirations? To what extent should it 
attempt to take a supra-national attitude? In times of interna- 
tional war, how may the church preserve and strengthen the 
oecumenical church consciousness ? 


g. If tension arises between one’s duty as a Christian and one’s 
duty as a citizen, how should a decision about the right course 
be made? How can the church help the individual Christian in 
this matter ? How can we distinguish the things that are Caesar’s 
and the things that are God’s? Can the nation be given a sense 
of mission without claiming for itself more than it is prepared 
to allow to other nations? How does the consciousness of be- 
longing to the Church Universal qualify the Christian’s attitude 
to people of other nations and to international problems? 


10. Has the church because of its oecumenical character a 
particular responsibility to create the common will and spirit on 
which alone international law can be based? How can it fulfill 
this responsibility ? 


C. THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE AND INTERNATIONAL ORDER 


11. What is the particular duty and responsibility of mission- 
aries in these matters ? Should their first loyalty be to the country 
which has sent them, or to that in which they are working, or 
to supra-national interests? 


12. Seeing that for multitudes of the members of the 
younger churches the only form of international contact possi- 
ble is that with missionaries and missions, how far has the 
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record been one of success and how far of failure in creating 
international understanding ? 


13. What is the true attitude of the missionary toward the 
indigenous church? What is the true attitude of the missionary 
society toward the indigenous church? What readjustments 
(financial, personal, etc.) are needed today if friction is to be 
avoided ? 


14. In what specific ways can the church transcend national 
prejudice? Is the church fulfilling its unique responsibility of 
demonstrating the possibilities of international and interracial 
understanding and justice? What value is to be attached to 
oecumenical gatherings and personal links in fostering interna- 
tional friendship? Can the church do anything to make these 
links more permanent and effective? 


D. THE CHURCH AND WAR 


15. Should the church condemn war in general, or should it 
also condemn particular wars? If so, should it condemn all wars, 
whether aggressive or defensive, and even all use of force in 
international relations? 


16. Do the special conditions of the modern world, in which 
the powers of scientific warfare are often vested in a small group 
which may be dominated by ideas wholly incompatible with 
Christianity, offer any new problem to Christians? 


17. If the church condemns war as an instrument of national 
policy, what responsibility has it to find an alternative means for 
settling international disputes? 


18. Should the church fight also the causes of war? What 
are these causes? In what degree are churches contributing to 
the creation or continuing of the spirit of war? 


19. What is the Christian attitude toward (1) economic and 
(2) political imperialism? 
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20. What is the Christian attitude toward the class struggle 
as a means of reaching a better order of society ? 


21. What should be the attitude of the church toward the 
conflicting opinions among its own members concerning their 
participation in war? 


22. What should be the attitude of the church during times 
of war: to the State, to its own members, to the church in the 
enemy country? 


E, COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 


23. To what extent can the church cooperate with secular 
agencies in promoting peace? Should the church make propa- 
ganda for political bodies such as the League of Nations? Or is 
the church’s task, in this as in other realms, of such a specific 
character that such collaboration leads to compromise concern- 
ing its basic interests and message? 


24. Is a common “religious” front against war desirable, or 
is this kind of collaboration between Christians and the ad- 
herents of other religions based on a wrong conception of the 
relation between Christianity and other religions? 


25. If the church collaborates with other agencies in this field, 
what is its special contribution to the common cause? 


F, RACE 


26. What is the attitude toward race in the Old Testament? 
How was Israel a “chosen” race? How did our Lord modify 
this conception? What is the witness of St. Paul? 


27. What should be the attitude of the church today? How 
far has Christ’s standard been denied by those who call them- 
selves Christians? Can any special circumstances excuse the ex- 
istence of racial barriers within the church? 


28. How can the church express in its own life the fact that 
“in Christ” there is no racial privilege? 
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2g. If it is true that the fundamental causes of racial dislike 
and hostility are not truly racial, but social, moral, economic or 
of some similar kind, what is the educational responsibility of 
the church in this matter? 
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XV. THE CHURCH AND THE STATE 
A. FUNDAMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 


1. Why is this subject of special concern at this time to the 
world mission of the church? 


2. What is the function of the state? In what essential re- 
spects does it differ from the function of the church? 


3. What is the nature of the authority of the state? What 
are the limits of that authority? If tension arises between one’s 
duty as a Christian and one’s duty to the state, how should a 
right decision be made? What is “Caesar’s” and what is 
“God’s” ? How can the church help the individual Christian in 
this matter? 


4. What duty does the church owe to the state? How far have 
the younger churches, particularly in lands where they com- 
prise only a small fraction of the total population, become con- 
scious of a relationship to the state? 


5. A democratic form of government has been widely re- 
garded as most nearly in agreement with Christian principle. 
Can this view be defended? To what extent can the totalitarian 
type of state, in any of its forms, claim the sanction of Chris- 
tian principle? Is “laissez-faire’’ more Christian than totalitar- 
ianism? Is there a Christian type of state? 


6. In a state which is Christian by profession, what duty does 
the state owe to the church? What is meant by religious free- 
dom in such a state, and how is the situation affected by the 
existence of majority and minority churches or religious bodies 
side by side? 


B. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


7. The Oxford Conference on Church, Community, and State 
laid down as “essential conditions necessary to the church’s ful- 
filment of its primary duty that it should enjoy (a) freedom to 
determine its faith and creed; (b) freedom of public and private 
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worship, preaching and teaching; (c) freedom from any im- 
position by the state of religious ceremonies and forms of wor- 
ship; (d) freedom to determine the nature of its government 
and the qualifications of its ministers and members, and, con- 
versely, the freedom of the individual to join the church to which 
he feels called; (e) freedom to control the education of its min- 
isters, to give religious instruction to its youth, and to provide 
for adequate development of their religious life; (f) freedom 
of Christian service and missionary activity, both home and 
foreign; (g) freedom to codperate with other churches; (h) 
freedom to use such facilities, open to all citizens or associations, 
as will make possible the accomplishment of these ends, as e.g. 
the ownership of property and the collection of funds.”’ Of these 
conditions, which are enjoyed by the churches in the area in 
which you are best acquainted, and which are denied to them? 


8. What special problems in the sphere of religious freedom 
are experienced by Protestant churches or missions in countries 
of which the government is wholly or mainly Roman Catholic? 


g. Where Christians are in a small minority in a state com- 
posed mainly of adherents of one or more of the non-Christian 
religions, on what grounds should the church ask for religious 
freedom, and what are the essential elements in the freedom for 
which it should ask? 


10.. Is it a legitimate part of the duty of the state to impose 
an interpretation of human life and destiny upon its people? 
What are the problems that such action by the state creates 
for the church and for Christians? How does experience show 
that-these problems can be met? 


11. Does the fact of conversion from one religion to another 
carry with it any loss of civil status or other disability in the 
areas you know best? Is such conversion prohibited, or are legal 
difficulties created such as to render outward recognition of 
conversion impossible? What steps have been taken in view of 
such facts? 
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12. How far do the difficulties surrounding open profession of 
conversion and change of faith arise from nationalist feeling or 
fear of foreign encroachment, and how far from genuine reli- 
gious opposition ? 


13. “The Christian demand for autonomy of conscience will 
have to be urged at the seat of government itself.” (Hocking. ) 
Have you any experience of this being done? To what extent 
can the Universal Church help the individual church in such 
matters? Is it right to enlist the aid of governments of pro- 
fessedly Christian countries in urging the claims of religious 
freedom? 


14. What are the problems peculiar to the foreign mission, as 
distinguished from the indigenous church, in its relations with 
the state? In the freedom of action and speech accorded to the 
missionary ? In the holding of property ? How should these prob- 
lems be met? 


C. EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM 


15. In the areas you know best, what are the conditions, from 
the side of the state, that principally affect the carrying on of 
Christian education? Is the state friendly? Or neutral? Or un- 
friendly? 


16. What are the special problems raised by Christian educa- 
tion in regard to religious freedom? What measure of freedom 
in teaching and worship ought to be granted by state regula- 
tions, and what limitations should be accepted by the Christian 
school or voluntarily self-imposed? How does the situation in 
schools primarily attended by Christian pupils differ from that 
in schools primarily attended by non-Christian pupils? 


17. What should be the Christian attitude toward the demand 
made in certain regions of the Far East that pupils in schools 
and colleges should take part in patriotic ceremonies which con- 
tain elements unquestionably religious in nature and grievous 
to the Christian conscience, though styled “non-religious” ? 
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18. Should Christian schools seek government recognition in 
land where such recognition involves the inclusion in the cur- 
riculum of compulsory military training? 


19. What is the answer of the Christian educator to the gov- 
ernment educational authority which claims that it must use all 
the schools of the nations for the creation of a type of citizen 
regarded by the state as most desirable, and which disputes the 
rights of schools to exist unless they acknowledge this aim as 
paramount and are organized to achieve it? 


20. Have you experience of the danger, opposite in character 
to that suggested in Question 19, of Christian schools receiving 
large subsidies from the state and surrendering to the mechani- 
zation that follows from the acceptance of unsuitable regula- 
tions, even to the point of endangering their Christian character? 
How in your experience are such problems met? 


21. In lands where the policy of the state renders it impossible 
to carry on Christian education at all, what can the church do 
to fill its place? 


COOPERATION AND UNITY 


XVI. COOPERATION AND UNITY 
A. BASIC PRINCIPLES 


1. What principle must underlie Christian codperation? Is it 
to be undertaken in order to save money and workers and to pro- 
mote efficiency? Is there a deeper necessity in it? 


2. What are the values actually found in Christian codpera- 
tion? In spiritual growth, in general understanding and appre- 
ciation, in organizational efficiency? 


3. Is Christian cooperation an end in itself, or does it lead 
to some further goal or achievement, and if so, what? 


4. In what phases of the life of the younger churches and the 
work of the missions is a greatly increased measure of codpera- 
tion urgently necessary? 


5. What are the sound guiding principles and governing con- 
ditions that experience enables us to discern in the matter of 
cooperation? Would you add anything to what is said in Dr. 
Mott’s book on Cooperation or in the report of the Edinburgh 
Conference on Faith and Order (pp. 39-40) ? 


6. What, and where, are the most serious obstacles to in- 
creased cooperation? Are they to be found in the mission boards, 
or among missionaries, or in local authorities in the different 
fields, or in the local churches? Are they due to theological or 
ecclesiastical reasons, to the fear of a loss of individual author- 
ity, or of being submerged in a larger whole, or of the dilution 
of some witness that is thought to be essential ? 


7. What are the reasons urged against cooperation by those 
societies and groups which take no part in it? How far are they 
valid? 


8. Has the idea of ‘‘comity” (that is, the acceptance volun- 
tarily of a series of rules governing the occupation of fields and 
55 
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other matters in which the practice of Christian bodies might 
clash) proved successful? Does it need to be re-defined? What 
problems arise from the present practice of comity? 


B. PRACTICAL QUESTIONS OF POLICY 


g. What practical suggestions does the history of the last ten 
years in your own field offer in regard to the matter of co- 
operation and unity? 


10. Why has definite failure characterized certain Christian 
cooperative ventures? 


11. How far is it possible for interdenominational organiza- 
tions to undertake joint administrative responsibilities in addi- 
tion to being counseling bodies? What projects and types of 
work might be jointly administered in the field of teaching, 
preaching, evangelism, training of ministers and missionaries? 
What practical experiments have been made along this line? 


12. Where several missions give aid to a united church, how 
can the correlation of their assistance be organized? Through 
union missionary committees on the field? Through union com- 
mittees of the boards in the West? Through direct relationships 
between the boards and the church? Or how? 


13. How can new loyalties in the supporting constituency be 
developed in relation to union enterprises? How can these loyal- 
ties be harmonized with existing denominational loyalties? 


14. Is cooperation thought of too much in terms of union 
institutions ? How far has joint planning of all work in a single 
area been attempted? Is it possible to combine such joint plan- 
ning with independence in actual execution? 


15. How can we simplify and make more effective the meth- 
ods of providing financial support and personnel for codperative 
enterprises? 


16. In view of the multiplying number of committees and the 
overburdening of men and women responsible for denomina- 
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tional machinery, is there some way of providing for the admin- 
istration of cooperative work which will conserve the interest 
and understanding of the leaders of the cooperative bodies? 


17. Is the total organization involved in both codperative in- 
terdenominational organization on a national scale and denomi- 
national organization on a national scale greater than the 
younger churches, need, desire, or can afford to support (e.g., 
all-China or all-India organizations of half a dozen larger de- 
nominations together with a National Christian Council and 
provincial Councils) ? Has this aspect of the matter been con- 
sidered? To what conclusions and what practical action does it 
lead? 


18. If cooperation is more than a tactical means to economy 
and efficiency, what is the price that has to be paid to make it 
real, and how can the willingness to pay this price be engen- 
dered? 


19. Apart from cooperative organization, is enough being 
done to promote spiritual understanding and fellowship among 
Christians of all schools of thought? Are the deep differences 
of theological, ecclesiastical, cultural, and national tradition and 
conviction too easily accepted as necessarily estranging? 


C. CHURCH UNION 


Note.—The Meeting of the I.M.C. will not be a conference of churches, and delegates 
will not be accredited to discuss projects for church union. But the whole question 
of church union is of vital importance for the Christian world mission, and the sub- 
ject can be discussed from that point of view. 


20. What should be the relation of the International Mission- 
ary Council to the World Council of Churches proposed at the 
Oxford and Edinburgh Conferences and now under considera- 
tion by the churches? How can the growing number of au- 
tonomous churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America and 
other parts of the world be related most effectively to the World 
Council? 
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21. How far can codperation between separate Christian 
bodies be carried without any change in the existing attitude 
of the churches toward church union? 


22. Can the stages be indicated by which churches can best 
advance toward union? 


23. To what extent is there agreement in theology? In 
polity? In ethical teaching? In standards of church member- 
ship? What are the differences that separate the communions? 


24. How far do existing schemes and proposals for church 
union represent the initiative of the indigenous church leaders? 
How far do they carry the assent of the indigenous church? 
How far do they express the thought and purpose of the in- 
digenous church? 


25. Do the recent examples of negotiation between bodies in 
the East and in the West with regard to church union in the 
East suggest any lessons for the future? 


26. Is it better for the younger churches to move toward 
denominational unification with churches of their own order 
throughout the world, or toward territorially united churches 
arising from the union of churches of different order ? What are 
the advantages and the dangers in either case? Does the ques- 
tion of state pressure affect the issue? How best can the ideal of 
a truly oecumenical church consciousness be approached? 


27. What misconceptions beset the path of church union and 
what are the principal perils to be faced? 


28. What steps ought to be taken in study, common delibera- 
tion, fresh experiment, or in any other ways by the younger 
church in the light of the findings of the World Conference on 
Faith and Order? 


